
NOMTHANDAZO MOTAUNG (PLAINTIFF) 
 

VS  
 

AMOS BUTHELEZI (DJ TALES) - DEFENDANT 
 

AND 
  

TELLING TALES ENTERTAINMENT (PTY) LTD (RECORDING COMPANY) - 
DEFENDANT 

 
 
ISSUE:  PAYMENT DUE TO THE FEATURED AUTHOR AND COMPOSER WHEN NO SIGNED 

AGREEMENT EXISTS.  
 
THE CASE: 
 
Nomthandazo Motaung, the plaintiff, is signed under the record label Telling Tales 
Entertainment. She is featured in a music single by a fellow artist in the same record label. The 
artist’s name is Dj Tales (Amos Buthelezi).   
 
They have been talking about doing a song together for some time and eventually their 
schedules cleared, it was a perfect opportunity. Dj Tales worked on the composition (the beat 
or instrumental) and shared it with Nomthandazo Buthelezi (Plaintiff). Nomthandazo loved the 
composition and agreed to write to the song. 
 
In a moment of inspiration, Nomthandazo borrows from an old church song and includes her 
own words. She also reworks the melody and arranges the song to fit perfectly onto the 
instrumentals by Dj Tales. She is happy and shares what she has done with the deejay.  
 
Dj Tales is super impressed and shares a snippet of the song on social media. His audience is 
excited and want the song released. Where is the song available is the general chorus. He 
hurries to mix and master the song. Releases it for free and it is shared via WhatsApp. The song 
is a hit. The market points to a mega hit.  
 
Dj Tales has to retract the song and do a professional and commercial release. The appetite for 
the song is growing in leaps and crossing to other countries. Social media picks it up and people 
start a dance around it. Dj Tales and Nomthandazo are excited. The song is doing extremely 
well on all commercial platforms. The song is licensed to an international major record label, 



Major One, and an international release to multi territories. The song is on the charts in 50 
countries and counting.  
 
Dj Tales and Nomthandazo are getting events internationally, individually. Nomthandazo has 
her own album out and is riding the new found fame. Dj Tales is also doing quite well for 
himself, with events all over the world. Dj Tales starts replacing Nomthandazo with another 
artist as their schedules are beginning to clash.  
 
The song is estimated to have made over R20 million now. 10 months later, all parties 
concerned realize they never spoke about the business of the song. Nomthandazo believes that 
her contribution is the most important and therefore deserves a bigger percentage, 60%. Dj 
Tales disagrees and is willing to settle for 50/50.    
 
The impasse is that the song exists and no business agreement is in place to divide the 
proceeds. Now the matter comes to court. 

 
Telling Tales Entertainment (Defendant 2) has confirmed the following: 

- there is a deadlock on negotiations  
- no agreement has been signed between Dj Tales and Nomthandazo. 
- Nomthandazo insists on a higher percentage split 
- No payment to either Dj Tales or Nomthandazo has been made since the dispute 
- the company believes in a 50/50 equal share on the song 

 
 
THE RESOURCES: 
  
Some resources to expand your understanding of the music business in South Africa: 

- Southern African Music Rights Organisation (SAMRO): https://www.samro.org.za/  
- South African Music Performance Rights Association (SAMPRA): 

https://www.sampra.org.za/  
- THE SOUTH AFRICAN MUSIC BUSINESS  3RD EDITION by Jonathan G Shaw: 

https://thesouthafricanmusicbusiness.info/  
- World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO): 

https://www.wipo.int/members/en/details.jsp?country_id=190  
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